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Basic education, health care must be rescued

“We see the desperate human cost of lack of basic services first-hand. A
dramatic focus of political will and ambition and concrete actions plans are
needed.”

Leonor Magtolis Briones Social Watch Philippines

A group of powerful women from the front-line in the fight against poverty have
appealed to European leaders to ensure health and education for all people by
rescuing the Millennium Development Goals.

Testifying at the European Parliament today, the ‘W8’ – a group brought together by Oxfam
from Mali, Georgia, Thailand, Nicaragua, The Philippines, Bangladesh, Malawi and India –
backed Oxfam’s call for Europe to adopt a “rescue package” to get the MDGs back on
track.

The MDGs, signed by world leaders in 2000, commit to halving the number of people living
in extreme poverty by 2015. With development aid faltering, the ability of poor countries to
meet poverty goals is increasingly at risk.

Unmet commitments
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In a report to the UN general assembly this month, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
said progress on the MDGs was being stymied by unmet commitments, inadequate
resources and a lack of focus and accountability. This comes in the wake of a warning by
the European Commission that Europe’s international credibility was being undermined by
Member States’ failure to stick to aid commitments; now €13 billion ($17.6 billion) short of
2010 targets.

Oxfam spokesperson Elise Ford said: “With the MDGs teetering on the edge of failure,
Europe can play a key role in rescuing the goals and at the same time salvaging its own
international reputation. Without a European rescue package which includes a new
credible plan to meet aid commitments, citizens in the poorest countries won’t get the most
basic education and health care, and European leaders will not be able to hold their head
high on the global stage.”

Only five years left

Responding to the W8’s call for an MDGs rescue plan, former UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan said: “With only five years to go, the need for concerted action to achieve the MDGs
is becoming increasingly urgent. Last year’s global economic crisis has further aggravated
the situation for billions of poor people around the globe. It is both timely and necessary to
remind leaders of the promises they have made and the crucial necessity of their
continuing commitment.”

Leonor Magtolis Briones of Social Watch Philippines said: “We have traveled to Brussels
to appeal to European leaders not to abandon their promises to support health and
education in developing countries. We see the desperate human cost of lack of basic
services first-hand. A dramatic focus of political will and ambition and concrete actions
plans are needed.”

“If Europe agrees a strategy to achieve the MDGs, and world leaders to back it at the UN
MDGs Summit in New York in September, 2010 could go down in history as the turning
point in the fight against poverty.”

Read more

The W8 – Eight extraordinary women, one unique voice

Take action: Join the Big Promise

Oxfam's Health and Education campaign

 

Notes to editors

High resolution pictures of the W8 can be downloaded on http://www.divshare.com
/login
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Username: oxfamedia@googlemail.com
Password: OXmed1a09

To reach its 2010 aid target of 0.56% of GNI, the EU would need to increase the
current €49 billion to €70 billion this year.
Interview opportunities with Oxfam spokespeople and the W8 in French, English and
Spanish:

Miranda Akhvlediani: Healthcare Ombudsman and Legal Advisor for the
Welfare Foundation, an NGO that uses research and advocacy to improve the
lives of the poor in Georgia.
Rokeya Kabir: Convener of the Amar Odhikar/My Rights campaign in
Bangladesh, a national platform that puts pressure on the government to ensure
primary education for all. She is also the Executive Director of a national
organization that works to establish equal rights for women and was nominated
for the Nobel Peace Prize by the Global Women’s Movement in 2005.
Kadiatou Baby Maiga: President of ‘Education Pour Tous’, a coalition of more
than 45 civil society organisations in Mali working towards education for all.
Jiraporn Limpananont: a member of Free Trade Agreement Watch (FTAW), a
coalition working to protect poor people from the negative impacts of bilateral
and regional trade agreements. With her professional background in pharmacy,
she provides the coalition with knowledge about how intellectual property rules
affect the prices and affordability of medicines.
Leonor Magtolis Briones: Former national treasurer of The Philippines,
co-convenor of Social Watch Philippines, co-coordinator of Social Watch Asia,
and member of the International Coordinating Committee of the Global network
of Social Watch.
Elba Rivera Urbina: Works for the Nicaraguan Campaign for Education, part of
the global ‘Big Read’, which aims to double education spending in Nicaragua to
7% of the national budget.

Contact information

Contact Oxfam International media on + 32 473 56 22 60 or
eumedia@oxfaminternational.org 
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